(Uncle Vanya, p. 2) 

structure of empirical reality. Alexander Serebryakov the writer 
on art "But listen to this: this man, who for twenty-five years 
has been reading and writing about art, and in all that time has 
never understood anything about art, has for twenty-five years 
been hashing over other people's ideas about realism, naturalism 
and all that nonsense; for twenty-five years he has been reading 
and writing about what intelligent people already know and about 
what stupid people don't want to know--which means that for twenty- 
five years he's been taking nothing and making nothing out of it" 
says Voinitski of Serebryakov. Voinitski who like Serebryakov 
appears to be equipped to survive (Voinitski: "When life isn't 
real to you, you live on illusions. It's better than nothing." ) 
fails in his attempt to triumph over the temporal structure of 
empirical reality. Astrov Mikhail Astrov the planter of trees 

the survivor and "You'd have to be a complete barbarian to burn 
such beauty in your own stove, to destroy what you cannot create. 
Man was given a mind and creative powers to make more of what he 
was given. But until now, he hasn't created, he's only destroyed. 
You look ironically at me and everything I say seems trivial to 
you--you think I'm some sort of crank--but when I walk in a wood 
that I have saved from destruction, or when I listen to the 
rustling sounds of a young forest planted with my own hands, I 
realize that I have power over the elements somehow, and if a 
thousand years from now man will be happy, then I'll have a part 
in that, too" Relling Mikhail Astrov Blair Anthony the survivor 
and "As soon as he plants a tree, he's already imagining what will 
become of it in a thousand years, he's already dreaming about the 
happiness of mankind. Such people are rare, we must love them" says 
Yelena to Sonya of Astrov the survivor pause conscious analytical 
mind-responses to the stimuli of the empirical realm works of art; 
The Sea Gull world première October 17, 1896 Uncle Vanya first 
performed by provincial Russian companies in the provinces shortly 
after its publication in 1897 The Three Sisters world premiére 
January 31, 1901 The Cherry Orchard world première January 17, 
1904. Mind-forms the human mind forms and the analytical human 
mind is not troubled by the linear temporal structure of empirical 
reality no not at all the human mind rejoices in that structure. 
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